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Motion put, and a division taken with the
following result:—

Ayes .. .. . .. 19
Notes .. . .. R Vi
Majority against .. 2
AYES,
Mr. Brown Mr. Panton
Mr. Collier Mr. Patrick
Mr. Hegney Mr,. Piesse
Mise Hnlman Mr. Sleeman
Mr. Johnson Mr. P. C. L. Soilth
Mr, Kenneally Mr. Wansbrough
Mr. Marshall Mr. Wilson
Mr. McCallum Mr. Withers
Mr. Millington Mr, Corboy
Mr, Nulgen {Teller.)
NOES,
Mr, Angele Mr. McLarty
Mr, Barnard 8ir James Mitchell
Mr. Church Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Doney Mr. J. H. Smith
Mr. Ferguson Mr. J. M. Smith
Mr. Griffiths Mr. Thoern
Mr. Latham Afr, Waolla
Mr. Lindssy Mr. North
Mr, J. I. Mann {Teiler.)
Parms,
AYES, Noes,
Mr. Raphasel Mr. Parker
Mr. Coverley Mr. Sampson
Mr. Lemond Mr. Davy

Motion thus passed.
Progress reported.

BILL—FARMERS' DEBTS ADJUST-
MENT ACT AMENDMENT.

Crder of the Day read for the resumption
of the dehate from the previous day on the
Second reading.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.
In Committee,

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

Third Reading.

Read a third time, and transmitted to the
Couneil.

House adjourned at 2.3 a.m. (Friday).
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The PRESIDENT tack the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers,

QUESTION—NORTH-WEST
DEVELOPMENT.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE (for Hon.
E. H. Harris) asked the Chief Secretary:
Will be lay on the Table the report of the
committee recently appointed by the Gov-
ernment relating to the development of the
North-West?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: Yes.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Hon. J. Cornell leave of
absence granted te Hon. C. B. Williams
(South) for six consecutive sittings on the
ground of uwegent private business.

MOTION—'‘GOLDEN EAQLE’’
NUGGET.

HON. G. W. MILES (Novth) [4.34]: I

move—

That in the opinion of this House, notwith-
standing anything contained in Section ¢4 (3)
of the Financial Agrcement Aect, 1928, the
Government should transfer the purchase price
of the **Golden Bagle?’’ nugget, £5,438 4s. 2d.,
to the credit of loan funds as suggested by the
Auditor General on page 37 of his annual re-
port for 1932,

In submitting this motion I wish to explain
there is in it nothing hostile to the Govern-
ment. I merely want the Honse to express
an opinion as to the method of keeping
Government aecounls and I have selected
this item as a means of indicating to the
Government that the method should be
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altered. According to the Finaueial Agree-
ment Act, when any properiies are sold
through the Government Property Sales
Fund the amount must go into revenue.
This item of the “*Golden Eagle” nugget
should not have heen debited to Loan Fund
hut, according to the Anditor General,
should have heen debited to revenume. The
nuzwet was purchased for £5,438 4s. 2d. and
the revenue I'md was eredited with the
proceceds of the sale, £6.647 135, 1d,, includ-
ing gold hounty £127 25 11d., and dehited
with £586 7:. 2d. loss on exhibitions, and
£36 11z. 4d. transport expenses of the nug-
get from the goidlields to PPerth. The net
amounnt credited to the fund was £6,024 14s,
7d. There was an actual profit of £3%6
10s. 5d., and that amount should certainly
have been credited to vevenue account, bhut
the other amount should have egone back to
the eredit of loan fund. This system of
keeping accounfs is not buziness, it ereates
a false position and the taxpaver ecannot
follow the transactions, It renquires fresh
legislation to amend the system. If, for
instance, the Government were to sell the
State sawmillz for half a million, under the
existing law that amount wonld gn into
revenue account and we wounld still have the
liability of half a million, which would bhe
paid out of sinking fund over a number of
years.

Hon. W. H. Kitson: Would it not go to
the credit of the Sales of Government Pro-
perty Account?

Hon. G. W. MILES: Yes, it first goes
isie that and then goes into revenue ac-
count. It is only a matter of bookkeeping,
but the accounts should he kept clear zo
that the people could follow them. Any
item shonld go inte loan fund if the pur-
chase money was provided out of loan fund.
In private business, if a man with a hounse
costing £1,000 sells that house and takes
the £1,000 into revenue, he has to pay
income tax on that amount, and if he were to
use it as revenue and spend his £1,000 he
would be to that exteni worse off at the
end of the year. The present system is en-
tirely wrong. It has gone on from time im-
memorial and T want to enter my protfest
against it so that the Government next ses-
sion, I hope, will bring down legislation to
remedy the position and set up proper
books of accounts. There is no need to
stress the question at this juncture, for T
emphasised it when speaking on the Appro-
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priation Bill. It will be =aid the system
cannot be amended under the Financial
Agreement Act; but the point is the money
should not have been taken out of loan fund
if it was intended to sell the nugget. The
simple and proper thing to do would he io
transfer the amount to the credit of the loan
fund. Memhers will agree that the present
system is not proper aeccounting and that
it would be much Letter if eorrect books of
aceount were kept. so that the taxpayer
would be able to follow the Government
acecounts, whieh he cannot do to-dav.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. C. 1"
Baxter—East) [+.40]: The Auditor Gen-
eral, in his annual report to the 30th .June,
1932, does not sugzest, as Mr. Miles says
he does, that the proceeds of the sale of the
“Golden Eagle” nugget should be credited
to loan fund. WWhat he zaid was that if
at the time of the purchase of the nuggat
it was intended by the Government to sell
it, loan fund should not have been debited
with the cost. But when the nugget was
purchased it was intended to hold it and
exhibit it, and so the charging to loan fund
was quite correct, The Finanecial Agree-
ment Aet provides that sales of Government
property shall he taken into speeial aecount
ir Consolidated Revenue. To carrv out Mr.
Miles's suggestion would require an amend-
ment of the Financial Agreement Act, but
such an amendment is not desirable sinee the
revenne account is charged with an annnal
sinking fund to redeew the loan, and so ulti-
mately revenue will hear the full eost of the
purchase price of the “Golden Eagle” nug-
get. Consequently, nothing is to be gained
by the House ngreeine to the motion.

On motion by Hon. J. M. Drew, debate
adjourned.

MOTION—STATE FORESTS
REVOCATION,

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. C. F.
Baxter—East) [443]: I move—

That the proposal for the partial revocation
of State forests Nos. 14, 15, 28, 33, 34 and 42
laid on the Table of the Council hy the com-

mand of His Excelleney the Lieut.-Governor
apd Administrater be earried out,

The proposal provides for the excision of
seven areas, embracing a total of abhout 645
acres, Under Section 21 of the Forests Act,
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1918, a dedication of Crown Lands as a
State Forest may only be revoked in whole
or in parl as follows:—

(a) The Governor shall cause to be laid on

the Tuble of cach House of Parliament a pro-
posal for such revocation.

{h) After such proposil his bheen laid be-
fore Parliament, the Governor, on o resolution
being passed by both Houses that such pro-
posal be carried out, shall by Order in Council
revoke such dedications.

(e} On any soeh revocation the land shall
boecome Crown land within the menning of the
Land Act, 1898,

Each of the areas mentioned has been cave-
fully classified, and the relationship to ad-
Joining private property and the State
Forest in each case has been considered, with
the result that the Conservator has recom-
mended the excisions of the areas.as being
in the best interests of the State. The fol-
Inwing is & brief explanation of each area:—

Area No. 1—Two miles south east of
North Dandalup. About 160 acres on the
edge of State Forest, not required for for-
estry purposes, Application made by fwo
residents in the locality.

Arpa No. 2.—Three miles north of Collie.
About 40 acres of alluvial land on the Har-
ris River, for which application has been
made,

Avea No. 3.—Three miles north-west of
Nannup. Ahout 12 aeres, which it is pro-
posed to make available as an extension of
an adjoining settler’s holding.

Area No. 4.—21% miles sonth-cast of Cam-
hray. About 184 acres, for which applica-
tion has been made. The area has heen cut
over and is not suitable for regeneration.

Avea No. 5.—8ix miles west of Palgarup.
About 160 aeres which is being made avail-
able following a general assessment of State
Forest in the loeality,

Area No. 6.—One mile north-east of Nor-
nalup. Ahout 45 acres of serub country
Iving lLetween the State Forest houndary
andl the belt of good timber. Applieation
made by a settler in the vicinity,

Arca No. 7—Seven miles sonth-east of
Nannup, About 34 acres which it iz pro-
posed to make available to the adjoining
land holder in exchanpge for an area of good
jarrah country at present included in his
hoiding.

[COUNGCIL.]

The policy of the Government is to bring
as moch land as possible into use instead
of permitting it to be tdle. As I have ex-
plained, the bulk of this is already applied
for, although one aren is being exchanged
with a setfler for an area of good jarrah
country.

HON. J. M. DREW (Central) (449]: I
know very little about this elass of country,
but, in the interests of that partienlar dis-
triet, I think T might ask for some further
explanation from the Chief Secrctary. 1
want to know whether the public generally
have had an opportunity to apply for these
particular blocks. Has it been announced
that they were available for selection, or ean
anyone go on to a piece of timber eountry,
piek the agricultural eves out of it, apply to
the Government, and secure it? If it is
generally known that this can be done, and
there are good agrienltural spots in this
timber country, before the Governmeni de-
cide to give it to the first applieant, appli-
cations should be invited, subject to the ap-
proval of Parliament as to the revoeation
of the dedieation.

HON. V. HAMERSLEY (East) [4.51]:
1 know of many areas of agricultural land
in distriets with which I have been assoei-
ated, that in some cases were taken up years
ago with the intention that they should be
worked, but the selectors did not go on with
their job, and left the blocks. A man took
up 500 aeres and paid only the fivst instal-
ment upon them. He left the land for abouf
13 years. Meanwhile a good deal of settle-
ment took plaee in the locality. Someone
reported that the conditions were not being
complied with by the original selector.
Upon receipt of that report, the original
application was cancelled, and the property
publicly advertised as open for seleetion.
Tt then had to run the gauntlet of any ap-
plication that came along. The man who
made the report had to take his chanee with
the other applicants. There are many simi-
lar cases in which this has heen the rule.
We frequently hear of instances where
someone has acquired what was once a re-
serve. He has had some inside informa-
tion, and hefore the reserve has heen thrown
open he has heen able to acquire it, although
other people might have heen glad to pay 4
considerable sum of money to get it. I
should like to know a little more ahont this
matter. In lhese areas referred to by the
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Chief Sceretary there may be other appli-
cants who are more desirnble settlers than
those immediately coneerned.

The Chief Secretary: I gave the papers
to the House yesterday.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY : This is the first
[ have heard of them.

The Chief Seeretary: I drew attention ([
the matter yvesterday.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: We have not
yet had an opportunity to look into the
papers. Surely there is no great urgenecy
about the matter, and it might well be
allowed to stand over until next Tuesday.

On motion by Hon. A. Thomson, debate
adjourned.

BILLS (2)—THIRD READING.

1, Sceession Referendum.
Returned to the Assembly with amend-
ments.

2, Land and Income Tax Assessment Act
Amendment (No. 1).

Passed.

BILL—LAND AND INCOME TAX
ASSESSMENT ACT AMENDMENT.
{No 2.

Second Reoding.

HON. J. J. HOLMES (North) [4.58] in
moving the second reading said: This is a
simple Bill of two clauses. It was intro-
duced by a private member in another place,
where it received the approval of the Fouse.
It brings the State legislation into line with
the Federal legislation. It provides for the
deduction under the TLand and Income Tax
Act of any amount that exceeds £1, which
has been given to any fund established for
the relief of persons in distress or the sup-
port or maintenance of any public hospital
i any part of the State. TUnder the Federal
Act a deduction ean he made for any sam
over £1 given to charity, and a person
¢lniming the deduction has to satisfy the
Commissioner of Taxation of the correet-
ress of the claim. It is hoped by allowing
the deduction set out in the Bill to encour-
age charitably dispesed people to get back
to where they werve in the way of assisting
financially those institutions that are in
need of help. If the Bill has that effect it

will accomplish some good. It meets with
the approval of the Treasurer. T move—

That the Bill be now read a second time,
Question put and passed. .

Bill read a second time.

In Commitiee.

Hon, J. Cornell in the Chair; Hon. J. J.
Holmes in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1—agrecd to.
Clause 2—Amendment of Section 31:

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: 1t is a pity
that the sponsor of the Bill did not go o
little further. Those people who are in the
habit of making donations to hortienltural
or agricultural sucieties have never heen
permitted to deduet those denations when
sending in their taxation returns. Subserip-
tions of that kind are usually for the benefit
of the State and they are made not only
in the metropolitan but in ngrieultural
districts and should be enconraged just as
much as are contributions made to charit-
able institutions. The various societies
throughont the State carry on good work
and that is assisted to a great extent by the
donations they veeeive. If it were pos-
sthle to deduet those donations from inecome
tax returns I think subseriptions to the
various societies would be increased. 1 com-
mend the suggestion to the Government in
the hope that something will be done in this
direction in the future. If the Bill had been
hronght in a little earlier, it might have heen
possible te amend it in that direction.

Elon. J. M. MACFARLANE: It would
he a good thing to adopt the suggestion
made by Mr, Hamersley. I am sure it
would result in additional donations being
given to horticultural and agrienltural soci-
aties throughout the State. I should like to
move that these societies be included.

The CHAIRMAN: Mr. Hamersley has
not moved any amendment and so there is
nothing before the Chair.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: T want to avoid
any complications. The Bill will bring the
position into line with the Federal law and
if it is desired to include agrieultural and
other societies, it might be better to intro-
duce a separate Bill.

Hon. . FRASER: I trust that no addi-
tions will be made to the elause. If the
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times were normal T wonld support the sng-
gestion made by Mr., Hamersley, but it
would be a dangerous course to follow, re-
membering the present state of the finances.
If we allowed subseribers to various soci-
eties to claim deductions, there might not
be an end to the matter. There are many
hodies that I would include too,

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM: Tf
it is proposed to make alterations, some-
thing should be done to remove the exemp-
tions for children. Faney allowing £62
exemption for each child. A man with four
children gets a dednction then of about
£250.

Hon. W. II. Kitson: And don’t you think
such a person is entitled to it in these days?

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENQOM: It
is too much altogether.

Clause put and passed.
Title:

Hon, W. H. KITSON: Is the title cor-
rect? I notice that in a similar Bill which
we have just passed the title amends the
Land and Income Tax Assessment Acte
1907-31." The Bill before us amends the
similar Aets of “1907-24.”

Hon, J. J. HOLMES: It might be as
well to report progress. That point can then
be investigated.

Progress reported.

BILL—TIMBER WORKERS.
Second Reading.

HON. W. H. KITSON (West) [515] in
moving the second reading said: The ob-
jeet of the Bill is to place a section of tim-
ber workers, namely sleeper hewers, in the
same position as other sections of workers
in the industry, more particularly in regard
to their rights to sne for wages. I under-
stand that In recent years considerable
change has taken place in the eonditions un-
der which slecper hewers are engaged.
Years ago many of the men were employees
of timber companies, but to-day many of
them are emploved by men who have re-
cently entered the industry and who have
no material standing. A custom has grown
up whereby contracts are let to a contrac-
tor, who sublets to a sub-contractor. and the
sub-contractor engnges the sleeper hewers.
The conditions under whieh the hewers are
engaged in many instances deprive them
of the right to sue for wages under the Mas-
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ters and Servants Aect in the event of default
by the sub-contractor or the contractor. As
a result, a considerable amount of money
has been lost to the hewers. Men have been
engaged by sub-contractors who have re-
ceived their money, but who have not passed
on the wages agreed upon to the hewers,
Only comparatively recently was it discov-
cred that the hewers had no legal rights un-
der the Masters and Servants Act. A fest
case was taken last year, and it has been
found that the men have no redress unless
two Acts are amended, one the Masters and
Servants Act and the other the Industrial
Arbitration Aet.

Hon, Sir Edward Wittenoom: Why did
vou leave the introduction of the Bill till
z0 late in the session?

Hon, W. H, KITSON: I am not respon-
sible for that. The Bill has been before an-
other place for some months, and it ar-
rived here only within the Iast 48 hours.
The measure is important from the point
of view of the men hecause 50 many of them
kave heen literally defranded of their wages.

Hon. Sir BEdward Wittenoom:. Do not
you think it is an important Bill from the
point of view of the employers?

Hen. W. H, KITSON: Yes. The genuine
employers, the timber companies, how-
ever, have nothing to fear hecause they
always meet their obligations. The
Bill is designed to cover men who have re-
cently entered the industry and who ean-
not be placed in the same category as tim-
ber companies. Many of the recent en-
trants tn the industry are men of straw.
T wish to ¢uote the appropriate extracts
from the Acts affected. The definition of
‘““employed’’ in the Masters and Servanis
Aect reads—

The word ‘‘employed’’ shall include any
servant, workman, labourer, elerk, artiflcer, ap-
prentice, or other person, whether under or
ahove the age of  twenty-ome years, or
whether a married weman or not, who hag
entered into a contraec of serviee with any
cmployer, either at salary or wages, or for any
remuneration, whether in money or otherwise,
or to perform work at n certain price by the
picce or in gross.

(X3

““Contract of service’’ is defined thus—

The words ‘‘contract of serviee’’ shall in-
clude any contract between employer and em-
ployed, whether in writing or by parole, where-
by the employer agrees to employ and the em-
ployed agrees to serve for any perind of time,
ar to exccute any work, ete.
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The Industrial Arbitration Aet contains
the following definition of *‘worker'’'—

““Worker *” means any person of not less than
14 years of age of ecither sex ecwployed or
usuaily employed by any cmplover to do uny
skilled or unskilled work for hire or reward,
and incindes un apprentice.

Until comparatively recently it was as-
sumed that sleeper hewers came within
those definitions. Only when the test case
was taken was it discovered that hewers
were not covered by those Aets. The de-
cision of the Supreme Court was given on
the 20th May, 1931, and following its de-
livery the Timber Workers’ Union, to
which most of the slecper hewers belong,
approached the Arbitration Court with a
view to getting their award amended so
that there would be no mistake, The court
pointed out, however, that no matter what
amendments were made in the award, they
wounld have no effect on the men so long
as the Supreme Court decision staod. From
time to time various awards have been de-
livered covering the work of hewers, and
in every instance T helieve the terms of
remuneration have been on the basis of
loads of sleepers. That is so to-day, ex-
cepting that certain men who have entered
the industry have been suecessful in se-
euring hewers to work for them under
conditions whieh may be in writing or
which may be oral. The hewers understood
that they had legal right to claim for
their wages, if necessary, under the Mast-
ers and Servanis Aet or under the In-
dustrial Arbitration Act, but the appeal
to the Supreme Court showed that that
wag not so, Thig matter has an important
hearing on other seetions of the community
in the South-West, TIf has heen the cus-
tom that, when a sleeper hewer sceured a
eontract for sleepers, he was allowed
credit by the local storekeeper on the un-
derstanding that when he received his
money he would pay the store account. It
is estimated the amount of money lost to
storekeepers in recent vears is certainly
not less than £50,000, and if the whole
aof it could be caleulated, the total would
be considerably more. Tt is having a
serious effect, also, on the ability of the
hewers to seeure credit at any time, he-
cause the storekeper savs, ‘T had to wait
nine months or 12 menths for my money
on the Iast oceasion, and T am nof prepared
to take the rick of havine to wait so long
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again,’” Hewers bave had to wait as long
as nine months for their wages, and ome
of them had to wait over three vears. That
being so, members will agree that it is
only right that the bhewers should be
placed in the same position us other work-
ers in the industry, Mr. Justice North-
more, at the time Acting Chiel Justice,
gave hiz judgment as Follows:—

fraom a decision given

brought under the
Masters and Servants Act in the Green-
bushes  Court, The complainant was a
slecper hewer and  the respondent to  the
complaint was a man whe apparently bought
sleepers fur supply to those who were shipping
overseas. It is admitted that a contract was
made between the complainant Milentis and the
respondent Tuealk, under which Tucak was to
pay to the complainant £2 per load for sleep-
ers whieh he wns to eut, anid those sleepers
were to be paid for when they had been passed
by the Government inspector and when Tueak
himself had been paid. Tt was also provided
by that contraet that the complainant was to
reeeive no pavient in respect of condemned
slecpers, but that those condemned sleepers
were to belong to him and he was to pay for
their cartage and inspeetion. Under that eon-
tract the complainant cut a certain number
of sleepers which  have not yet Dbeen paid
for by the respondent (the appellant in this
case). He has made no payment for them teo
the complainant. The complainant therefore
proceeded against him in the police court under
the Masters and Servants Act, and claimed
that notwithstanding the agrecd terms of
payment for the sleepers he had cut, he was
entitled to be paid in cash under the terms
of an award which was made in connection
with the timber industry by the Western
Australian Arbitration Court.

This is an appeal
upon & complaint

Two questions arise upon this appenl. The
first is whether in the ciccumstances the rela-
tionship of master and servant did exist he-
tween the complainant in the court below and
the appellant in these proceedings.

Of course, if it be determined that that rela-
tionship did not exist, that is an end of this ap-
penl; but as there are, I understand, other
eases in which evidenee might be given to dis-
tinguish them on the facts from this case, the
second question may arise, namely, whether
assuming the relationship of master and ser-
vant to exist, the award in question extended
to cover a sleeper-hewer,

On the first point, I think I need sav no
more than that the faets in the case cannot
be distinguished from the faets in the case of
Enor v. Lewis & Reid, Ltd. Tn that case,
which was decided by the Full Court here, it
was held that the relationship of master and
servant was not created by sueh a contract
as has heen deposed to in this ease. Therefore
on that point the appenl sueceeds; and if is
really unnceessnry to say anything further.
However, as the other question has bheen argued,
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I may state that in my view the award in
question does not cover a sleeper-hewer work-
ing ns this complainant was working. There-
fore, on that point nlse, the appellant is en-
titled to sueceed.

DWYER, J.: I agree. On the sceond point
my view also is that, so far as can be gath-
cred from the evidenee adduced, n  sleeper-
hower eannot he said te he covered by the
terms of the award. Tt may be that in other
proecedings further evidenee could be produced
which would lead to n different conclusion.

Appeal allowed with eosts;  judgment in
court helow to be reversed; and judgment en-
tered for defendant with costs.

It wns as a vesult of that judgment that
the parties concerned deeided to approach
the Avhitration Court for an amendment to
inake the position clearer. All parties to
the award were of the opinion that the
sleeper cutters were covered, but, owing to
the construction placed npon the award by
the Supreme Court, it was ruled that the
men were not covered. In the additional
proceedings hefore the Arbitration Court,
the facts were made clear. It was pointed
out that it was originally understood that
the slecper cutters were covered by the
award, and the decision of the Supreme
Court had rendered it necessary for hoth
parties to ascertain where they stood. The
Arbitration Court had already dealt with
the duties of the sleeper eutters and their
remuneration, and in the eourse of delivering
judgment, Mr. President Dwyer, after ve-
ferring to that fact, said—

That will nat, of course, I repeat for the
information of the union, in any way alter the
position that a worker must necessarily be a
worker within the meaning of the Act in order

that any award we may make might have any
effeet on his industrial basis,

Mr. Somerville, in the eoncluding part of
his judgment said—

It would be dvceiving the union to hold out
any hopes that these evils ean he dealt with
by any alteration to the awards. They can
only be removed by specinl legislation.

Mr. Bloxsome, in the counrse of his jndg-
reent, spoke along similar lines. The point
there is that the Arbitration Court set out
very definitely that, so long as the deeision
of the Supreme Court stood, the sleeper
cutters were not workers within the mean-
ing of the Act and that being so, nothing
the  Avbitration Court could do by
amending the award would be anw
henefit to them. Those men are not
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in any ditferent position from other
sections of workers, partienlarly in the pri-
mary industries. I would cite the position
of shearers, whe are paid so much per hun-
dred. They enter into & contract of service,
which is kiown as an agreement, that em-
bodies eonditions that are well understood
by those who are parties to it. It is not
argned that shearers are not workers with-
in the meaning of the Aet. It has been left
for sleeper cutters o he placed in that cate-
gory, [t would be wrong to allow them to
remain in that position, in view of the eir-
cumstances I have pointed out. Some vears
ago the sleaper eutters were at a disadvan-
tage eompared with other workers under the
provisions of the Workers’ Compensation
Aet. In 1923 Sir James Mitchell, the pre-
sent Premier of the State, was respensible
for the introduction of amending legisiation
that had the effect of placing the sleeper
cutters in the same position as others

working in the timber industry. In
view of the invidicous position of the
slegper eufters arising out of the

Supreme Court decision, it has become neces-
sary to amend the Masters and Servants
Act and the Arbitration Act as well, For the
information of the House, I wonld point
out that the so-called contract entered into
by these workers—in some instances the eon-
traet was in writing and in others it was
merely verbal—embodied certain conditions,
the result, so to speak, of instructions from
the Federal Government. The Federal au-
thorities required a large number of sleepers
and they made contracts, sometimes with
the contractors direct and sometimes the
contractors sublet them to sub-contractors,
who were responsible for the engagement of
a sufficient number of hewers to enable the
required number of sleepers to be delivered
within the specified time. One clause dealt
with the employment of sleeper hewers and
read (—

No person not being a natural-born or nat-
uraliged British subjeet shall be employed by
the contractor or any sub-contractor in, or
in conneetion with, the execution of the service
unless British subjects are not available for
employment.

Another clanse provides for preference to
returned soldiers, with next preference fto
financial memhers of trade unions. Another
clanse inserted in the eontract set out that
sleepers were to he paid for within 14 days
after the sleepers had heen loaded on the
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ship and the ship had sailed. That is dis-
tinetly unfair. There have heen instances of
men having bheen engaged for months on
the hard work of sleeper cutting, deliver-
ing lo sidings or stacking sites at the port.
and then, having fully eomplied with alt
the terms of the contract, they received
nothing at all althongh the vontractor, or
sub-contractor, had received pavment for the
timber. The sleeper eniters in
stances were without redress. Is that
a ftair proposition?  Aunother provisien in
the contract set out that the buyer was
bound te take delivery only =uhject to the
steamer’s arrvival and loading. That meant
that although the sleeper eutters might have
heen working for months, during which they
had secured supplies from the storekeepers
on eredit, and had delivered the sleepers in
accordance with the terms of the contract,
the contractor was not vequired to take
delivery if the vessel did not arvive or, for
some reason or another, the rimber was not
loaded on the boat.

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: Why did
they aecept work under such conditions?

Hon, W. H. KITSON: That is one of the
peculiar features fo-day. In view of the
stressful conditions that obtain, the sleeper
cutters are forced to do many things that
they would not otherwize agree to. They
have been forced to accept verbal assur-
ances that certain conditions would apply
aud that payment would be made accord-
ingly. Those conditions have not been com-
plied with and, arising ont of the derision
of the Supreme Court, the workers have
no redress, In 1923 or 1924 a firm known
as Urlich Bros. commenced bhusiness as
sleeper contractors. They had practically no
capital at all. In 1928 they went out of
husiness owing roughly about £10,000 to the
cutters, storekeepers and property owners,
as well as for rovalties. They reeeived pay-
ment for all the sleepers they secured but
they paid noboedy. That dild not prevent
Urlich Bros. from embarking uwpon similar
business and, unfortunately, the sleeper ent-
ters had ne hold over them. This year, when
a. Commonwealth order was available, Urlich
Bros. secured a contract from the contrac-
tors and again defaulted, owing money to
the cutters for all the sleepers cut for them.
The cutters have no remedy against them
at all.

those in-

Hon, E. H, H, 1llall: D)o you mean to say
that even the Government secured no royalty
in 19287

Hon, W. H. KITSON: That iz =0,

Ilon, E. H. H. Hall: Tt i< an astounding
state of affairs,

Hon. W, H. KITSCN: A man named
Smith started in 1927 and earried on for
three months, when he defuulted for £150.
In 1924 or 1025, a man named Coffin started
in the business and, after opevating For two
vears, faded out of the industry owing
£1,000.  Another man named Hough earried
on for a vear and then left his cutters lam-
enfing for their money lo the extent of
L1000, T could guote quite 1 nwnher of
otlier instances in which the contractors or
subh-contrartors reeeived full payment for
the timber supplied under the contracts, but
the eutters themselves, who did the actunal
hiard manual labour, received nothing at all.
There i= another instance in which a man
cut 1,355 sleepers and all he reeeived in
return was £37 10s, The unfortunate man
liad to pav awav that money to the store-
keepers for supplies he had veceived. Tn

many of these instances, the sleener
entters  serured nothing  whatever in
return for their labowr. During the
period thev have heen operating, the

contractors have not heen placed in the
same position as the sleeper-cutters.  They
were able to get all they required simply
heeause they were paid for their part of the
husiness, hat the sleeper-cutter, and the
storekeeper from whom the sleeper-cutter
obtained his goods, were, to use common
parlance, left to ecarry the bahy, The
sleeper-cutters have been kept out of their
money for long periods. Within the last
month or six weeks, a large numher of
cutters had the greatest difficulty in obtain-
ing the money that was due to them, but for
a different reason still. The storekeepers
in varions parts of the timber districts in
the South-West have been earrying the
cutters for considerable periods, and in
manv eases with very little hope of heing
paid.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: It is a wonder the
storekecpers confinued to carry them on,

Hon., W, H. KITSON: They did. Those
who have had any experience of the timber
distriets in the South-West know that the
storekeeper has a very good opinion of the
average sleeper-hewer.  For years they
have been able to trust each other, and there
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has been little cause for complaint. In re-
cent vears, however, owing to the sub-
contractors not paying the sleeper-cutters
and taking advantage of the law as it stands
to-day, the storekeepers have had to zo
without the money to which they are justly
entitled. I do not know that I need sav
more at this junecture. The Bill is a small
one, comprising only two clauses. The vital
clause of the Bill is practically the same as
the amendment to the Workers’ Compensa-
tion Act which was introduced by Sir James
Mitchell in 1923. T have no hesitation in
submitting the Bill to the House, because 1
know members of this Chamber believe, as
I do, that the worker—particularly the
manual  ‘worker—is worthy of his hive.
There are few industries in the State in
which the men have to work under the same
arduous conditions as the sleeper-hewer. It
must be borne in mind also that the condi:
tions to-day are harder than they were years
ago. The hewer has greater difficulty now
in securing suitable timber than he had 20
or 30 years ago. The bush has been eut
over two or three times, and the men have
to go further afield in order to find timber
suitable for sleepers. Again, a competent
cutter cannot eut more than two loads of
sleepers per week, and the average priec
paid to-day for sleepers very seldom ex-
ceeds £2 per load. [ think members 'will
agree with me that when the cuiters have
cut the sleepers and carted and deliveved]
them to the siding or to the stack, the leas:
they can expect is that they shall be paid
for them without delay. They should not
be put to the trouble and expense of taking
proceedings, as they have been obliged to
do in the past. T certainly believe the pass-
ing of the Bill will to a great extent im-
prove their position. It will certainly give
them a safeguard they have not got to-day.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: Do you want ii
made retrospective?

Hon. W. H. KITSOXN: Unfortunately, we
eannot make the Rill retrospective. T un-
derstand the measure will only operate as
from the date it is assented to.

Hon, G. W. Miles: Is Clanse 3 of the Bili
lo come out?

Hon, J. Cornell: You did not look at the
back of the Bill

Hon. W. H. KITSON: 1 am sorry. Ap-
parently T made a mistake. I said it was a
1wo clause Bill, but it coniains three clauses.

Hon. .JJ. Cornell: The sting is in the tail.

[COUNCIL.]

Hon, W, H. KITSON: The Bill has been
introduced at a late hour of the session, but
if members desive any further infarmation
in regard to the matter, I shall be only too
happy to supply it. 1 have muech pleasure
in moving—

That the Bill be now read a secomd time,

On otion by Hon. G. W, Miles, debate
adjourned.

BILL—ELECTORAL ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

Dehate resumed from 22nd November.

HON. W. H. KITSON (West) [5.52]:
The purpose of the Bill is to amend four
seetions of the Electoral Act. Those sec-
tions deal with the registration of claims,
objections to elaims, and objections to en-
rolment. Clause 5 is really the erux of the
Bill. It amends Section 52 of the Aet,
which deals with the time for altering the
roll. Under Seection 52 of the Aet, claims
received not less than 14 days hefore the
issue of a writ for an election may be en-
10lled after the issue of the writ, and altera-
tions of the rolls pursuant to applications
or directions received under Sections 49 or
50 before the issue of the writ for an elee-
tion may be made after the issue of the
writ, but otherwise no addition to or altera-
tion of the roll shall be made hetween the
date of the issue of the writ for an eleetion
and the closing of the poll at the election.
Section 49 of the Aet deals with cases where
an cleetor is already on the roll, but desires
to substitute some other qualifieation to
which he is entitled. Section 50 deals with
the removal of the names of persens whose
names have been rvepeated on the roll; that
is, where duplieation has oecurred. While
T agree with some of the ideas expressed by
Mr. Cornell when introducing the Bill, I
eannot support the Bill in its entivety.

Hon. J. Cornell: Why?
contingent on the others,

Hon. W. H. KITSON: That is so, but
the amendment of Section 52 is the erax
of the Bill.

Hon. J. Cornell: Tf Section 52 is not
ammended, it is no use amending the others.

Hon. W. H. KITSON: That is s0. They
all depend upon one another. Af the same
time, in my ovinion, the amendment of Seec-

Section 52 iz
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tion 52 is the prineipal matter, because, as
the lhion. member points out, if that section
is not amended, it is no use amending the
others. At present, objections can be made
both to claims and to enrolments, either by
an elector who is vegistered on the same rol}
or by the registrar. In my opinion, the pro-
visions of the existing Aet are sufficient,
provided the Act is properly administered.

Hon. J. Cornell: Do you think there is
time to denl with 10,000 elaims on the day
¢ writ is issued?

Hon, W, H, KITSON: There does come
a time when the staff of the Electoral De-
partment is hard pressed to deal with all
the efaims which come in at a given moment.
However, let us examine what the position
will he if we ngree to the amendment. T
(hink I ean put it very hriefly. Tf we agree,
it will be possible for the rolls of the Legis-
laiive Couneil to close three months prior to
an election.

Hon. J. Cornell: Tell me why?

Hon. W. H. KITSON: Because of the
provisions of the Aet which you are desirous
of amending.

Hon. J. Cornell: Tell me why?
draw a long bow,

Hon., W. H. KITSON: I do not wish to
do so. If I am making a mistake, I hope I
will be corrected. Part IV. of the Act deals
with elections.

Hon. J. Coruell: Do vou mean Division
IV. of the Act?

Hon. W. H. KITSOX: First I wili deal
with Scction 60 of the Aect, which provides
that the date fixed for the nomination of
candidates shall not be less than seven nor
more than 30 days from the daie of the
writ.

Hon. J. Cornell: It is not less than 14
days now. The Act was amended last ses-

Donit

sion,
Hon. W. H. KITSOXN: That does not in-
validate my argument, beeause if these

amendments are agreed to T take it the 30
days will still apply. Ts that not =0, or am
I looking at a copy of the Act which has
not been brought np to date? So far as 1
know, there has heen no amendment made
which alters that position. I have always
understood that there should be a period
of 30 days between the date fixed for the
nomination of candidates and the date for
ihe issue of the writ.
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Hon, E. H. H. Hall: That is what my
copy of the Act says.

Hon. J. Cornell: The Bill does not gov-
ern the issue of a writ for the Legislative
Council elections.

Hon. W, H. K1TSOXN: The hon. member
may be right, but I think it is possible for
30 days to elapse between the issue of the
writ and nomination day, and it is also
possible for 30 days to elnpse hetween nom-
ination day and election day.

Ion. .I. Cornell: Fave yvou in your ex-
perience known of a greater period than
~ix weeks !

Hon. W. H, KITSON: I am not deal-
ing with what has taken plice, but if we
pass the Bill, the roll will close 30 days

. prior_to the issue of the writ; so that there

will be 30 days prior to the issue of the
writ, a possible 30 days from the issue of
the writ to nomination day, and a possible
30 days from nomination day to election
day, giving a period of approximately three
months, actually 90 days. Tha' is too long.

Hon. J. Cornell: That iz what exists to-
day, lesz 16 days.

Hen, W. H. KITSON: Then why make
it worse? QOne perbaps counld quote in-
stances where it would be of advantage, but
only isolated instances. The Bill is dealing
only with Counecil elections, but some of the

. provinces are very large, and the postal

facilities few and far between. In addition
to the tlivee months whicll eould elapse be-
tween the closing of the rolls and fhe hold-
ing of the election. many of the electbrs
would require a longer time; so why should
we interfere with the existing state of af-
fairs when we find that nething very serions
has happened?

Hon. J. Cornell: TWhen replying I will
be honest and tell you why vou do not want
to interfere,

Hon. W. H. KITSOXN: Tt should not be
possible for a period of three months to
elapse between the closing of the rolls and
the helding of the election. Yet if the Bill
be passed. that is what can happen. It
seems fo me there is no necessity te amend
the Aect as the Bill proposes to do. I will
oppose the Bill, and T hepe the hon. mem-
her, when replying, will show me where
he thinks T am wronz. In the meantimg,
believing that 90 days or three months is
teo long a time to elapse hetween the elos-
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ing of the voll and election day, I have no
option but to oppose the Bill.

HON. G, FRASER (West) [6.3]:
Boiled down, the Bill means ihat the rolls
are to close 16 days earlier than at preseni.

Hon. J. Cornell: Not necessarily; not in
all cases.

Hon. G. PRASER: No, but if the Bill
goes through, that will be the general posi-
tion. Possibly no very great objection can
be taken to that, but when we consider
the time elapsing between the issue and
the closing of the rolls, that period of 16
days is very vital, for it is lessening the
time for opportunities t¢ be given to peo-
ple to see that they are on the roll. If
the department were to issue their printed

rolls much earlier, not so much objection .

could be taken to the amendment,

Hon. J. Cornell: The Act says twice a
year.

Hon, G. FRASER: Yes, bug the roll
used is nearly two years old. The Electoral
Department do not employ men to go
round cleansing the rolls, and so the can-
didates have to see to that themselves, and
it is useless for any person to go around
with a voll nearly two veurs old. Conse-
quently we have to await the issue of the
rolls at someg time after Christmas, usu-
ally well into January.

Hon. J, J. Holmes: Do not they issue
a supplementary roll?

Hon, G. FRASER: Not for the pro-
vinces. They print a fresh roll, but usun-
ally it is January hefore we get it. The
elections aregin JMay, and usually the writ
issues in April, and the roll is closed some
time in March, That means there is only
a few weeks between the obtaining of the
roll and the closing of the roll. If that
is to be reduced by 16 days, the available
period will be eut down to two or three
weeks. I understand the Lon. member’s
objection is to the rush of cards received
in the Electoral Department. Under the
existing system, is it any wonder that
there should be a rush of cards? If we
are going to shorten the period by another
16 days, we will not have a very clean
roll, for it means 16 days taken off the
short period at present allowed, which is
a very serious thing. T will oppose the
second reading,

[COUNCIL.]

Hop. E. H. H. HALL: T move—
That the debate be xdjvurned,

Motion put and negatived,

HON. B. H GRAY (West) [6.7]: 1
oppose the Bill, chiely bhecause if passed
it would give a false impression to the
publie, the impression that members of
Parliament and the Government are satis-
lied with the way in which the rolls are
prepared at present. L am speaking for
at least 80 per cent. of the people when
I say it is high fime drastic measures
were taken to remedy the existing posi-
tion. Wlen we see the splendid organisa-
fion used in the preparation of the Fed-
eral rolls, we realise it is time to see if
that method could not be adopted in the
Stale [lectoral Office.

Hon. J. Cornell: That has nothing to
do with the Bill.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: No, but it is no
good tinkering with a measure or a de-
partinent that is out of date.  Rather
should we try to see whether the method
adopted could not be made more efficient.
The present procedure is at once expen-
sive and inefficient. There may be many
reasons for it, perhaps lack of staff, bhut
it should be the aim of every public re-
presentative to see that all persons en-
titled to be carolled are envolled quickly
and easily. T am opposed to the Bill be-
canse it will hinder enrolment and make
the conditions so cumbersome that nany
desirable citizens will not be envolled, The
time has come when we should save money
and make this department more efficient.
But anv mensure or amendment to re-
medy the position and so delude the peo-
ple that we can under the present system
produce n satisfactory roll, is wrong. I
will eontinue to press for an entirely new
system being brought into operation as
quiekly as possible, under which rolls for
hoth honses will he produced far more
satisfaatorily than thev are at present.

HON. E. H H. HALL (Central)
[6.12]: Tf what Mr, Kitson has said about
the Bill is correct, I shall be forced to vote
against it. On my short experienee of a
hig provinece such s the Central Provinee,
T ean say that we vequire as much time as
we can possibly get. Therefore, T feel com-
pelled to assoeiate myself with the views
expressed by Mr. Kitson.
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HON. J. CORNELL (South—in reply)
[6.13]: T have already laid all my cards on
the Table and told the House what was in
the Bill, which the Chief Electoral Officer
says 15 exactly what I want. The reason
why the passage of the Bill was delayed was
a special request by the Attorney General
through the Minister in this House.

The Chief Secretary: Correct.

Hon. J. CORNELL: The Attorney Gen-
eral had an Electoral Aet Amendment Bill
in another place. The position to-day is
that any claim to be put on the Counecil roll
which must be in the hands of the Registrar
14 days prior to the issue of the writ. Then
it is provided in the Act that objections mav
be lodged, but it has been proved time
after time that at that stage ohjections are
futile, and so the claims have to go on. The
object of the Bill is to esxtend that period
by 16 days, so as to give opportunity for
the investigating of claims and ohjections.
It the iuvestigations are nof complete at the
end of the 16 days, the elnimant goes on the
roll or remains on the roll, just as he does
to-day. I was surprised to hear Mr. Kitson
referring {o the Electoral Act for the issue
of the writ for this House, which actually
is governed by Section 8 Subsection 2 of
the Constitntion Act Amendmeni Aet,

Sitting suspended from 6.5 lo 730 pm.

Hon. J. CORNELL: T was pointing ont
before tea that Mr. Kitson had fallen into
the fatal error of relying on the Electoral
Act for the issne of the wrif for the Tegis-
lative Couneil biennial elections, whereas he
onght to have relied upon the Constitution.
1 read to the House that clause of the Con-
stitution which governs the guestion. Tt says
the writ shall not be issmed later than the
10th day of April, and shall be returnable
not later than the 21st day of the May fol-
lowing. If members will turn to Section 63
of the Electoral Act thev will find it reads—

For every general clection the Governor
may, within the time preseribed by the Con-
stitution Acts Amendment Aet, 1899, in the
ecase of the bienpial vaeaneies in the Couneil,
..... by warrant under his hand . . .. direct
the Clerk of the Writs to issue writs for the
election.

I have left out the reference to the Legis-
lative Assembly. Mr. Kitson has said that
90 davs can elapse.

Hen. W, H. Kitson: T
elapse.

said they may
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Hon. J. CORNELL: The writ must be
returned on the 21st May in the year on
which the election iz held. If the =itting
mether is  defeated he ceases to be
a meraber on the 21st May. Under the Elee-
toral Aet there is a specified fime of 60 days
in which the writ ecan be returned for the
Legislative Assembly elections, and there is
also a specific provision whereby the term
may be extended by the Governor. There
is nothing in the Constitution Act giving
anyone power to extend the return of the
writ in the case of this House beyond the
21st May. If what Mr. Kitson says might
happen were eorrect, the writ would have
to be issued on the 21st Februavy.
Mr, Drew and Mr. Hamersley are two of
the oldest members of the House. T have
been heye 20 years, and I think you, Mr.
President, have been here for nearly 25
vears. I defy any member to find any record
in this House since the days of responsible
wovernment showing that the writ for the
Couneil hiennial elections was issued bhe-
fore the 21st March.

Hon. W. . Kitson: That is not to say
it could not be done.

Hon. J. CORNELL: We can assume that
what will happen in the future will be a
repetition of what has happened in the past.
At previous hienntal elections, the writ has
heen issued as close as possible to the 10th
day of April

Hon. G. Fraser: Even at that it is eight
weeks.

Hoan. 7. CORNELL: What has that to do
with the main question? If the writ was
issued 90 days before, what would happen?
Fourteen days prior to that 90 days, the
roll would close.  That would leave three
months and 14 days for the return of the
writ' when a man wonld he precinded frem
getting on the Legislative Council roll. Tn-
der my Bill 16 move days are added to the
14 davs. The oniy objection to that is that
it is going to curtail the period hetween one
biennial election and another—that period
being two years—hy a matter of 16 days.

Hon. G. Fraser: That was not my ob-
jection.

Hon. J. CORNELL: It is not worth talk-
ing ahont.

Hon. G. Fraser: Deal with the objections
that were put up.

Hon. J. CORNELL: The objection raised
by Mr. Fraser was with regard to the issue
of the ralls. The Act provides that within
one month after the 30th June and the 31st
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December in each year a supplementary roll
shall be issmed showing the names of the
persons removed from the voll, and the
names of those added fo it. The law =zays
this shall be done, whether it is done or not.

Hon. W, H. Kitson: It the Aet were pro-
perly administered there would be no need
for an alteration.

Hon. J. CORNELL: When the hon. mem-
ber was a member of the Lahour Govern-
meni he was a party to the law not heing
put info operation,

Hon. G. Fraser: What matters it what
has heen done?

Hon. J. CORNELL: I have always en-
deavoured to he fair and have refrained
from indulging in recriminations.
rolment of electors for biennial Legislative
Counetl elections is a battle of wits.

Hon. E. H. Gray: A battle of hard work.

Hon, J. CORNELL: I only keep my seat
in Parlizment by a battle of wits, and by
keeping on the roll the names of my sup-
porters. 1f I thonght the name of an op-
ponent was on the voll when it should not
be there, I wonld see to it that it was put
off.

Hon. G. Frager: What we want is n elean
roll.

Hon, J, CORNELL: The hon.
does not want the 16 days.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Would vou leave vour
own supporters on 1if they were not eligible?

Hon. J. CORNELL: 1 do not go indis-
criminately from hounse to house. T will not
do that in erder to enrol electors for this
House. When I do enrol an elector I want
a pretty definite assurance that he will vote
for me when I put him on. If T do not pet
that I let the other fellow put him on.

Hon. G. Frager: We want the roll clean.

Hon. J. CORNELL: The poliey of
Labour envolinent is to go from house to
house. Very often the people concerned are
not too serupulous as to whom they put on
the roll. The day hefore the roll closes all
the cards are handed in,

Hon. E. H. Gray: That is not correct.

Hon. J. CORNELL: T have seen 670 cards
handed in for the South Provinee the dav
before the roll closed. The onlv alternative
for the Electoral Registrar is to take all
the cards that are in order amd put these
names on fthe roll. Those people may then
record their votes. Al the elector may bhe
asked to do at the poll 15 to sign a declaration
that he is eligible to vote. It rests with the
Government of the day whether a prozecution

member

The en- .

[COUNCIL.]

is launched for the making of a false de-
claration.  SBueh aection is hardly worth
while, The only thing then left to do is
after the elections to go for the man who
has wrongfully recorded his vote. [ have
done that and won. I only want to get the
extra 16 days to give the Electoral Registrar
an opportunity to make due inquiry. My
biggest political opponent may cndeavour
to get on the roll, and there may he some-
thing technieally wrong about his elaim. If
there is not sulfieient time in which to send
the card back for correction, his name is
kept off the roll. Under my amendment the
card could be sent back for eorrection, and
his name could be put on the roil. Oppor-
tunity would also he given to the Electoral
Registrar to keep off the roll those whe
are not qualified to be on it. At my last
election I serutinised many eards that eame
in from a certain district. I went in day by
day to see the cards, as I am entitled to do. .
1 took out 30 cards from the Esperance
distriet and 90 per cent, of them were wit-
nessed by my opponent and the qualifiea-
tions on the back were “householder” snd
“freeholder.” My opponent, who is a solici-
tor, had witnessed the declarations that the
claimants were either householders or free-
holders.

Hon, E. . Gray: He did not know his
business.

Hon J. CORNELL: Yes, he knew it. His
husiness was to get them on the roll.

Hon. &, H. Gray: Those cards would not
be adwitted; they were nof completed.

Hon., J. CORNELL: T said to the regis-
trar, “These cards have not heen completed.”
He said, “No.” I said, “There is only one
way in whieh they can be completed, and
that is to send them back fo the claimants.”
I went in again that afternoon and I saw
my opponent at the end of the eounter fill-
ing in the eards. T admenished him and
satd, “There might have been an exense for
an uneduneated man, but T eannot aceept an
excuse from you.”

Hon. E. . Gray: That is & reflection

* on the registrar.

Hon. J. CORNELL: The claimants’ names
went on the roll. Fortunately, those cards
were in ab such a time that it was possible
for them to he returned to the signatories.
Assuming that bhe cards were put in just
prior to the expiration of the 14 days, and
the man who witnessed them could not be
found, those 30 names could not have heen
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put on the roll. Under my proposal the 30
cards would be sent hack to he completed.
That is not too much to ask. I do not want
to gain any point. All 1 desire is to clear
up a state of affairs that I think requires
to be cleaned up. Let me tell the House
what actually happened to me. If nominu-
tion day for the Legislative Council election,
at which T was last returned, had been fixed
10 days before polling day, I would have
had a walk-over because my opponent did
nof reach the statutory age, until 10 days
prior to polling day. I had paid a fee and
madle a search in the records of Perth 1o
learn the date ot his birth. Then I paid a
Tee of £2 25 to one of the leading K.Cs. to
interpret the Constitution Act, I desired to
lnow whether a person who was not 31}

years of age on nomination day could nomi- -

nate for a seat in the Legislative Council.
The answer was that he could not do so, that
he must be 30 vears of age on the day on
which neminations closed. The file which
has been laid on the Table of thizs House
discloses that at that election the Chief Elec-
toral Registrar recomumended that there be
18 days hetween nomination and polling
day. This rccommendation was sent hy
Cabinet to the Chief Eleetoral Officer with
instructions that there be nine and a half
days between nomination and pollirg day.
Why? Becanse if the period had been longer
T would have got a walk-over. My oppo-
neni could not have held his seat had bhe
won if.

1Ton. W. H. Kitson: Would that be in
contravention of the Aet?

Hon. J. CORNELL: That zentlesnan wa
ruled out in the selection hallot for a good
and valid reason. He would have been old
enough to contest the seat if the approxi-
mate dates regarding previous issuimg of
writs and the elosing of nominations were
anvwhere near the date between nomi-
nation and polling day., There was a ve-
shuffle of the selection hallot and he wa-
chosen again. That shows it was deliber-
ately done for political purposes.

Hon. W. H. Kitson: What has all this tn
do with the Bill?

Hon, J. CORNELL: Mr. Kitson has
drawn the long how about what might have
happened so as to obzcure or eloud the issue.

Hon. W. H, Kitson: I take exception to
that remark; at no time have T endeavoured
to cloud or obscure the issue.
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Hon. J, CCRNELL: I ought to have said
that ke nnwittingly did so.

The PRESIDEXNT: The bhon. wmember
must unreservedly withdraw anything to
which exception has heen iaken,

Hon. 4, CORNELL: I do so. The oppo-
sition to the Bill has not come as a surprise.
I endeavoured to keep the personal element
out of it when 1 introduced it. 1 have
endeavoured io state the matter fairly and
have related what happened, not what might
have happened. I anticipated the opposi-
tion which s surrounded with supposition
of whar might have oecurred. Last session
I succeeded in getting through an amend-
ment of the Electoral Act to the extent of
extending the period between nomination
and polling day from 7 to 14 days. Per-
sonally i do not care whether the Bill
paszes or not becauze [ have succeeded
in retabming ny seat, and, given health and
strength, 1 ean continue to do so. There
are, however, many estimable citizens who
have stood for election to this House,
or who might at some time or other
desire to contest a seat for it, and who
niight not he as well up in the battle of
wits as far as enrolment is concerned as are
Messrs, Kitson, Gray and Fraser, or Messrs.
Harris, Seddon and myself. My sole objeet
is to alter the existing state of affairs for
the reasons that I have already given. If
anvone who iz an opponent of the Bill reads
the law and gives a straighi-out definitien
of it, he will find that it 1,000 cards are
put in for any of the provineces, just hefore
the expiration of the statutory period al-
lowed by the law, inquiries can be made,
but the law is so ¢ircumseribed that the time
at the disposal of the department is not
sufficient in which to make the investigations.
The law furiher provides that if a dispute is
not heard and defermined within 14 days
previous to the issue of the writ, the names
must be placed on the roll. If the cards are
put in only 14 days previous to the issue of
the writ. how eould the law bhe carried out?
All T ask is that the Act be amended so that
the law as originally intended may be given
effect to.

Question put and passed.

Bili read a second time.

In Commitlee,

Hen. V. Hamersley in the Chair; Hon. J,
Cornell in charge of the Bill,
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Clause 1—agreed to.
Clanse 2—Amendment of Section 43:

Hon. G. FRASER: I oppose the clanse,
Members who have opposed it have not done
50 on persona) grounds, but Mr, Cornell, in
replying to the second reading debate, took
the personal aspect. The method adopted
by me and, | bhelieve, by other menthers for
the West Provines, is to make a door-to-door
canvass, regardless of the political opinions
of the people.

Hon. J. Cornell: What has that to do with
the quesfion of 14 or 30 days?

Hon. G, FRASER: It hinges upon the
period. The whole of the eards are handed
to the department. The idea is to get as
clean a roll as possible. The depariment take
people off the roll, hut make no eudeavour
to put them on. The work of enrolling elec-
tors falls uwpon the members for the pro-
vince. The clause wounld mean that a large
nunther of people would be disfranchised,
becanse there would not he opportunity to
place them on the roll. Conseqently a grave
injustice would be done. I have handed
thousands of ecards to the department and
have yet (o learn that objection has been
raised to any one of them, If the alteration
were made, it would he impossible to gel
elean rolls because of the short period avail-
able in which to do work that onght te
be done by the department,

Hon, W. H. KITSON: The effect of the
clauvse would be to shorten by 16 days the
period doring which there would be oppor-
tunity to enrol clectors, and where large
areas have fo be covered, it would be'equiva-
lent to disfranchising many people. 1 dis-
claim any personal feeling in the matter. Tn
reply to Mr. Cornell, I point out that the
Constitution Aet Amendment Act deals
with two matters only—the date upotr which
the writ must be issued and the date fov the
return of the writ, The Eleetoral Act deals
with all other matiers. If the clause 'be
adopted, it will be possible for three months
to elapse hetween the closing of the roll and
the date of the election. What reason is
there for altering the period as suggested?
If the Act were carried out in its entirety,
if the rolls were printed cach year as the
Act contemplates, and if candidates were in
possession of aceurate information vegard-
ing the state of the rolls, the congestion now
experienced would not occur. Those things

man on the roll.
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are not done, and for hnancial reasons they
are not likely to be done. Therefore the
duty falls vpon ecaundidates to do what is
really the work of the Electoral Depart-
ment.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: 1 support
the ¢lause. The department adopt the atti-
fude that it 18 their duty to take people off
the roll, but that the duty to get on the roll
devolves upon the elector. To do the work
that the elector should do for himself rather
demeans the candidate’s position. I do not
like the iden of trving to secure vofes in
that way.

Hon. G. Fraser: Is there any difference
hetween that and canvassing?

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: I should
like to have the alteration of 16 days so
that we might get from the registrar the
latest envolments, and might canvass them,
rather than seek their support hefore they
are enrolled.

Hon, ¢i. FRASER: [ cannof nnderstand
Mr. Macfarlane’s attitude. He does not
mind asking an elector for his vote, but ob-
jeets to undertaking the duty of placing a
If the hon. member at-
tended to enrolments, he would not have
fime for canvassing, To complete 25 cards
per day is good work.

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane:
he a candidate’s joh.

Hon. G. FRASER: If the department
will not do it, somebody must.

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: The department
should de it.

Hon. W, H. Kitson: You admit that the
department strike names off but do net put
them on.

AMr. H. V. PIESSE: I support the clanse.
In my province, the Electoral Officer posted
hundreds of eards to be filled up by elec-
tors. He takes a great interest in his work,
and endeavours to have people enrolled
where he thinks they are entitled to enrol-
ment.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: 1 oppose the clause.
When™ Mr, Cornell was speaking in moving
the second reading of the Bill, I was aston-
ished that the Minister counld sit silent in
his seat, wmnoved by the remarkable staw-
ment made by that hon. member. He said
that 80 cards had heen falsefied in front
of the [lectoral Registrar in the Electoral
Office without the consent of the claimants.
Such an acensation made my statements pale

It should not
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into insignificance, and vet the Minister took
no notice of it at all. I hope he will do so,
because it was a most damnable indietment
of the Electoral Department. Although the
Minister and his advisers were at great
pains fo reply to another statement that
was made in the House, nothing T said
amonnted to the indictment launched by Mr.
Cornell.

Hon. J. Cornell: That will be a get-out
for the hon. member.

Hon. E. 1. GRAY: It is not a question
of a get-out; it is n damnable indietment of
the FElectoral Office.

The Chief Secretary: The horse has heen
dead long enongh; it is nseless to flog it.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: T am dealing with
Mr. Cornell’s statement. He would not have
made it unless it were true. Tf it were true, if
should be inquired into and someone should
be caned and removed from the depariment.
To think that sneh a thing could happen
in the Electoral Office in front of the Wlec-
toral Registrar and no notice taken of if,
is scandalous.

Hon. J. Cornell: Certain things were said
about & member of this Chamber who s now
a colleague of mine.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: At anv vate this is
o frightful state of affairs. T move an
amendment—

That in line 3, “‘thirty’’ be struck out and
the word ‘‘twenty-one’’ inserted in len.

That will ease the position. My experience
ie that the present term provided s satis-
factory so long as the Act is properly ad-
ministered. I am afraid that the Bill will
hamper, rather than help both ecandidates
and electors.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Before I drafted the
Bill, I conferred with a numher of members
who have had experience in electoral matfers
and T was informed by them that the only
thing wrong with the Bill was that the refer-
ente to 16 days in one part should be 30
davs. I stand or fall by the 16 day period.

Amendment put and negatived.
Clause put and passed.

Clauses 3, 4—agreed to.

Clause 5>—Amendment of Seetion 52:

Hon, W. H. KITSON: I again draw at-
tention to what the clause really means, It
means an extension of the time to 90 days,
which can elapse between the closing of the
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rolls and election dav. n my opinion, it
will have the effect of disfranchising a large
number of eountry electors.

Clause put and passed.
Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Third Reading.

Read a thivd time and transmitted to the
Assembly.

BILL-FARMERS' DEBTS ADJUST-
MENT ACT AMENDMENT,

First Reading.,

Received from ihe Assembly and read a
first time.

Setond Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. C. F.
Baxter—East) [8.27] in moving the second
reading =aid: The purpose of the Bill is the
continuance of the Farmers' Debts Adjust-
ment Act, 1930, for a further period of one
vear. There is no doubt that this Act has
operated very satisfactorily in econneetion
with those cases which were netunlly brought
nnder the Aect. and that at the same tinme
the influence of the Aet has been of im-
mense benefit to many others who have not
actuzlly come wnder the provisions. Many
farmers and their ereditars have voluntarily
adopted the procednre observed under this
Aet, of a distribution of the crop proceeds
and the results have proved =atisfactory both
to the debtor and ereditor. Sinee the ineep-
tion of the Farmers’ Nebts Adjustment Act
and up to date, 880 stay orders have heen
issned and dealt with as follows:—

Meetings held and arrangements made to

carry debtors on under the Aet .. 338
Meetings held and/or suceessful efforts
made to carry debtors on although
Stay Order has lupsed . G5
Stay Orders lapsed—no. sqhsfactor} '1r
rangements made .. 138
Stay Orders u|th(1r.1un—uus'lflsf'wtmv
chses a2
Stay Orders \nthdr.u\n—satlsfnetorv ar-
rangements made . af
Mectings arranged, not \et hcld ]
Meetings adjourned to arrange supplies 4
Total 880

Advances made under Section 13B of the
Act total £50,692 and 206 applications have
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been granted under that section to regisfer
bills of zale to cover advances made to en-
able farmers fo carry on,

Under the principal Act 236,274 acres of
wheat, 13,255 acres of oats and 377 acres
of other crops were seeded for the 1932-33
senson, and under section 13B, 56,300 acres
were seeded. Arrangements were also made
to allow of the fallowing of 179,271
acres.  Arrangements have been made
for the Associated Banks to advance an
amount of £28,059, while the Agricultural
Bank is to advance £1,735, including horse
loans. The procecds released for carrying
on this season by creditors, including the
Associated Banks and Agricultural Bank,
amount to £103,930, whilst the value of cur-
rent supplies in kind amowunts to £129,724.
T consider this to be one of the most nseful
of the emergency measures and I feel sure
members will agree that 1t should he rz-
enacted for a farther period. I move—

That the Bill be now rend a second time.

HON. J. CORNELL (South) [8.31]: I
cannot let the seeond reading go through
without making one or two references to the
Bill. I am not opposing its passage; it must
be re-enacted. 1 have had the opportunity
of observing the effeet of the Act upon men
in my eonstituency and I say the Aet is not
working out in many cases in the way its
sponsors would have us helieve. 1 know
men who conld reasonahly have come under
this law, but rather than do so. they would
throw np the sponge. My expericnee is that
the man who usually takes advantage of this
law is the type of man who invariably takes
advantage of all similar laws,

Hon..E. H. H. Hall: Not necessarily.

Members: No.

Hon. J. CORNELL: I am referring to
the man who has not the necessary moral
fibre to stand up to his diffieulties.

Hon. E. H. H. Hull: T do not agree with
you.

Hon. J. CORNELL: I know of men who
have the moral fibre to battle against
their difficulties without seeking the pro-
tection of this law. Such men say, ‘I
would rather fight to the last ditch. 1
will give my creditors a fair deal if they
will stand by me; T will earry on as long
as I can on their and my own behalf; bul
if you put someone in to manage my af-
fairs, the best thing T can do is to quit
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and go out of business altogether.’’ Iy
must be remembered that a man who puts
hinself under the Aect places the Agri-
cultural Bank in fhe position, in some cases,
of being a fourth preferential creditor.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: So it ought to be.

Hon. J. CORNELL: That is the posi-
tion. T know of men who have sough:
for and obtained a stay order after hav-
ing had an argument with the Agricul-
tural Bank inspeetor. They consigned the
inspector te a very hot place, and said,
“I will get a stay order and place myself
on the hoard; then you will not be able
to bother me.” That is what has *hap-
pened.  The position to-day of the farmer
who iz not under the Aci, whose pro-
perty is mortgaged to the Agrieultural
Bank and who wants to obtain sustenance
is that he must make applieation for it
through the Agrieultural Bank inspector.
He has to be.recommended for it. That
man is subjeet to a certain amount of sup-
ervision by the inspector of the Agrieul-
tnral Bank, because the bank is his first
preference ereditor. If a farmer elects
to take advantage of the protection af-
forded by the Act, he is not policed at
all.  That is the position. I am express-
ing the feelings of men in a farming con-
stitueney who have not availed themselves
of the relief they conld obtain under the
Aet. T venture to say that right through-
out the Yilgarn distriet, from Ravens-
thorpe to Bullfineb, 95 per cent. of the
settlers could come under the Act, If we
are looking to the men who have gone on to
the Farmers’ Debts Adjustment Board for
the salvation of the agricultural industry,
then we are relying upon a roifen reed.
The men who will save the agricultural
industry are those who will not be subser-
vient to anybody else, but will, as T have
sald, manage their own affairs, and will
say, ‘T will do the best I can for my
ereditors and myself, if my creditors will
stiek 1o me; but 1 am not Zoing on the
hoard.”” If we try to separate the sheep
from the goats, so to speak, in ovder to
dispense justice to the sheep, we gener-
ally find that it is the goats who reap the
henefit. I say that advisedly. The Farm-
ers’ Debts Adjustment Act is not going
to get the farmers out of the rot. What .
is going to save the farmer is a fair un-
derstanding between himself and his eredi-
tors.
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HON. B. V. PIESSE (South-East)
[640]: [ econgratulate the Government on
bringing the Bill forward. T intend to sup-
port it. Unlike Mr. Cornell, I know of
many instances of farmers who have taken
advantage of the .\et and have heen ahle
to carry on their farms withont worry. They
can slecp at night without heing continu-
ally worried by their ereditors and threat-
ened with writs. T think the Act has af-
forded mavvellous velief to those men who,
throngh no fault of their own, are suffer-
ing becanse of the depression. T am a re-
ceiver under the Farmers’ Debts Adjust-
ment Act, and have heen acting as such in
the Great Southern disiricts. Ahout a fort-
night ago T ealled on a man who is under
the Act. 1t was on a Sundav. The fol-
lowing Monday 1 rang up the Agricultural
Bank, and a sum of £85 was made available
to that man to enable him to carry on and
also to take off his erop. The man had not
the slightest worry about it.

Hon, J. Cornell: T got the snme consid-
erafion for a man net on the hoard.

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: The man to whom
T refer is one of the hest farmers in the
Great Southern distriet. Fle will pull out.
He is an hononrable man, and intends to
pay all his debis. His going on the board
was not a cowardly act. Te got protection
for himself and was able fo earry on. The
Aet has allowed farmers, with the aid of the
business men of the State {who are to he
commended for the part they are taking to
make the Aet a suceess), to enrry on in an
amicable way, and it has assisted them in
obtaining finanee to earry on their opera-
tions. T can assuve members that without
the Act there would have been chaos
throughont all the farming areas of West-
ern Anstralia. I am sorry the Government
could not sce their way clear to grant many
requests made to them for sustenance to he
provided and to rank hefore the statutory
lien in favour of the Agriculfural Bank. A
small allowanee could be made for susten-
anee. I do not think a large amount is war-
ranted, becanse the farmer must not forgel
that he has a roof over his head and that
he has also got his poultry, mutton and
other foods. T am sorry the Government
could not see their way clear to amend the
Act in that dircefion. There is talk in vari-
ous districts of securitv of tenure. I think
the Mortzagees’ Restriction Aet gives our
farmers very good security of tenure. I
know of hundreds of caues in the Great
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Southern districts and iliroughout the whear
areas where that Act has proved very bene-
ficial to the man who not only owes money
to unseeured creditors, but also owes money
on mortgage. Of course the Agricultural
Bank does not come under the Mortgagees’
Restriction Act. 1 should have liked to see
the bank brought under that Act. I have
pleasure in supporting the Bill, and T trust
a majority of members also will support
it.

HON. E. H. H HALL (Central)
{84G]: Mr. Cornell has emphatically given
tis his impressions of the operations of
the Farmers' Debts Adjusiment Aet, hut
I want to put another aspect before the
House which will show how carefnl we
should be in aceepting things as they
sirike us, The hon. member told the House
that this A¢t was taking the people whe
come under it. farther and farther away
from the Agricultural Bank. T understand
the objeet animating the Government in
introducing the Aet was to relieve the
Agricultural Bank of the strain of its
finances, When a meeting takes place un.
der that Aect, the nssembled merchants ave
sure that ne one will obtain an undue advan-
tage, and so each contributes pro rata to
the carvying on of the farmer. In the
Central Province that is done almost in-
variably. Tt may be, as Mr. Piesse said,
that in some eases the Agrienltural Bank is
called upon to assist, but certainlvy in the
majority of ecases the merchants’ assistance
to debiors has econsiderably rtelieved the
finances of the Agricultural Bank.

On motion by Hon. A. Thomson, debate
adjourned.

BILL-—METROPOLITAN WHOLE MILK.
First Reading.

Received from the Assembly and read
a first time.

Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. C. ¥,
Baxter—East) [8.50] in moving the second
reading said: The objeet of the Bill is to
organise and sfabilise the metropolitan
market for whole milk. TUniil about two
years ago the quantity of milk available
for the metropolitan aren was practically
insnfficient for its needs, and was sup-
plied mainly by dairymen located within
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a radius of o few wmiles of the eity. Within
the last two years, however, the position
has changed considerably, Owing to the
development of the dairying industry in
other areas within convenient marketing
distance of the metropolis, combined with
the provision of cooling facilities in those
distriets, inereased railway facilities and
low railway freights, the metropolitan mar-
ket has offered an attractive opening to
dairy farmers situated at much greater dis-
tanees from the ecity, Those preducers
quickly took advantage of the convenience
provided and the result is that in the flush
season more milk is heing supplied to the
market than can be consumed. Another fue-
tor that contributed largely to this position
was that the price of butter fat dropped
considerably and this led to n number of
dairy farmers abandoning the butber-fat
market in favour of whole mitk trading.

During 1927-28 butter-fat was realising
an average price of 1s. 7.17d. per I but
by 1931-32 it had dropped fo an average
price of 1s. 2d. per lb. During 1827-28
whole milk was realising 1s. 3d. per gallon
and in 1931-32 it dropped to 8d. per gallon
at the farm and 9d. per gallon delivered at
the depot. As 2% gtllons of milk with an
average hutter-fat content of 4 per cenl. is
required to yield one pound of hutter-fal,
this meant that in 1931-32 the producers
were receiving abont 6d. per gallon for their
yield for hutter-fat purposes, whereas the
price realised on the whole milk market was
8d. per gallon. Naturally they began to ex-
ploit the market that showed the better re-
turns, and so over-supplied the market, Of
course this state of affairs led to ent-throat
competition and the industry fell into suech
a parlous condition that prodoeers were
selling  helow the cost of produetion.
As the dairying industry developed the posi-
tion became more acute, and even in the
slack period of the year more milk was be-
ing delivered than could be ahsorhed by the
market, until at the beginning of this fin-
ancial year the position became so acute
that ehaos obtained. Metropolitan producers
on high priced land adjacent to the ecity
were losing trade that they had spent a life-
lime to huild up, end in fact milk producers
in all distrieis were suffering severely and
found they were nnable to mect their fnan-
cial ohligations. There is no doubt some
of the middlemen esploited this condition
of affairg, and thiz natwraily ecaused fur-
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ther dissatisfuction and eventually led to
what was practically a stoppage of sup-
plies.

The result was that all sections of the
industry applied to the Government for help
and guidance. With the object of afford-
ing some relief the Minister for Apriculture
created an advisory hoard known as the
Milk Industry Organisation Board. It
was composed of representatives from the
metropolitan milk suppliers, the producers,
and distributors, together with two depart-
mental representatives, with the object of
endenvouring by voluntary action to secuve
a pure and adeqguate supply of whole milk
for the metropolitan avea at a remunerative
price to the producer and at a reasonable
eost to the consmmer, whilst still leaving a
fair margin for the cost of distribution.
This board &id splendid work and sue-
ceeded in overcoming many of the diffieul-
ties, but owing to the advent of a number
of new suppliers to the market a further
fall took place in the price of milk. Al
sections of the industry werve agrecd that
the terms of settlement suggested by the
bonrd were reasonable, bub not having sta-
tutory power the board was unable to insist
on ity recommendations being carvied out,
and the result is that the industry is in a
very had position to-day. In consequence
of this it was considered advisable in the
interests of all econcerned, to introduece this
Bill to provide for the proper organisation
of the indnstry and for a certain amount of
statutory control necessary to establish the
industry on a satisfactory basis.

The Bill provides for the constitution«of
a hoard known as the Metropolitan Whole
Milk Board, which will eonsist of five mem-
bers, two of whom will be elected hy and
will represent the producers, two to he
elected to represent the consumers and one
to be appointed by the Governor on the
recommendation of the Minister and who
shall be chairman. This measure, if en-
acted, will be administered by the board,
subject to the approval of the Minister.
Provision is made for the declaration of
statutory dairy areas in the country and for
statutory districts in the metropolitan avea,
in which only licensed vendors may sell
milk. The Bill further provides that no per-
son will he allowed to earry on dairying in
a doiry area, or to vend milk in the metro-
politan district without first having ob-
tained a license from the board. A penalty
clauge is provided with a maximum ef £50
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or imprisonment for three months.  This
provision will not apply to a farmer in such
an area who is producing milk only for but-
ter fat purposes and who does noi supply
whole milk to the metropolitan area. No
person will he allowed to treat milk in the
metropolitan area without a license. A
license is already requived for this purpose
and is issued by the Ilealth Department,
but in the event of thi= measure heing en-
aeted such licenses will be diseontinued and
in foture all licenses will be issued hv {he
‘Whole Milk Board. The board will also he
charged with the rvegulation and organisa-
tion of milk production in dairy arcas, the
supply and sale of milk by dairvmen to
milk vendors, and all matters relating to the
treatment of milk before sale and distribu-
tion to eonsumers; also the fransport, car-
riage and conveyance of milk produced in
dairy areas and the supervision of all plant,
machinery, containers, ete., used in the pro-
duction, supply and distribution of such
milk. They will be charged with the in-
spection of dairies, milk storves, milk andt
places for the treatment of milk, with the
issue or revocation of licenses and will be
empowered to take any other steps that are
ueeessary to provide for a regular supply
of clean and wholesome milk fo the econ-
S1mers.

The BRoard will also be empowered to cou-
trol the making of confracts for the supply
of wmilk by doirvmen to vendors and the
fixing of a minimum priee per gallon to he
paid to dairyman for milk supplied, includ-
ing the arrangements in regard to accommo-
dation and surplus milk and the basis of
pauyments for same. It is also proposed to
provide for the inspection of holdings, pre-
mises and depots, and a systematic veter-
inary inspeetion of all cows in herds sup-
plying milk to the metropolitan area. 1In
the case of the veterinary inspeetions it is
proposed that they should be on lines similar
to those operating under the Dairy Cattle
Compensation Act at present which provides
that dairymen within a 15 mile radius of the
wmetropolis shall contribute to a species of
insurance fund covering cows from which
milk 15 supplied for sale in the metropolitan
arca. The people who at present come under
that Act have raised grave objections ta
people outside this area being allowed to
zupply milk from herds that have not under-
cone such an inspection. The producers
under the provisions of the Dairv Catlle
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Compeusation Aet pay 2s. per eow per an-
nwn registrativn fee, and in the event of 2
cow being destroyed as a result of condem-
nalion by a veterinary inspector, the owner
ol the cow gets compensation of 90 per cent.
ol the value of the animal, as agreed upon
hetween the veterinary officer and himself,
Of that compensation three-fifths is drawn
from the eompensation fund, and two-fifths
is provided from Consolidated Revenue.

It is proposed that the first board shall
he appointed by the Governor on the re-
commendation of the Minister, and subse-
quent hoards will be eleeted by the various
seetions that have representation. The mem-
hers of the board will hold office for two
years. Finance will be provided from the
funds collected us Fees and licenses imposed
on the dairymen and vendors, and should
not impose any burden ou the weneral tax-
payer. Although this proposed control may
be new to this State, similar schemes have
been in operation in many other countries

for some time past and have given general
zatisfaction.

It is interesting to note that the average
daily consumption of milk in the wetropoli-

tan area is about 10,000 gallons, and
this vepresents the production of over
12,000 cows. It ean readily be under-
stood what an important effect the
metropolitan requirements have on
the industry. To assist the industry.

the railways have been enrrying the milk at
very low freightage rates, the freights
Peril being from a 25-mile radius 3d. per
wallon with a minimwn of 3d. per ean.

S0 mbes Yo gallon minimum 3d. per ean,

100 de L . Gl
50 1kl

Empty cans are returned

tH

sd. .,
freo.

To-day, dairymen are on the verge of
ruin. The Government have done all in
their power to cheapen the eost of produe-
tion by reducing freight and handline
charges, and to encournge and assist in the
building up of high-grade herds with a con-
sequent higher milk and butter fat yield.
But these things do not go far enough, It
is necessavy to do something that will en-
able the producers to get a more satisfae-
tory and payable price for their produce.
This is a most important industry with a
great hearing on the prosperity of the State.
We eannot afford to ler it languish at this
critieal period, when by a litile reazonabl.
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legislation we can help (o establish it more
firmly.

This proposed legislation will tend to
stop cut-throat trading and exploitation by
unserupulons middlemen, as well as offer
further protection to the consumer by en-
suring ai clean and wholesome supply of
fresh milk. It is hoped that it will pro-
vide the necessary machinery for a system
of legislative control,
industry ean be organised to the best pos-
sible advantage and so give satisfaction
alike to producer, distributor and consumer.
I move—

That the Bilt be now read a second timo.

On motion by Tlon, J. M. Maefarlane, de-
hate adjourned.

House adjourned at 9.5 p.mn.

Legisiative Hasembly,
Fridey 16th December, 1932,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 1.30
p-m., and read prayers.

i

QUESTIOR—DARTMOOR SETTLERS,
TRANSFORT TACILITIES.

Hon. J. (. WILLCOCK asked the
Premier: 1. Following his recent publie
statement~ in the Gernldton distriet re-pect-
ing road trains, will he, in view of Mr,
Taylor’s return {romn the United Kingdom,
he in a position to make a statement on the
matter hefore Parliament adjourns? 2, Tf
information available is unfavourabhle to the

under which the whole:

[ASSEMBLY.]

projeet, will he introduce a Bill to authorise
the construetion of the Yuna-Dartmoor rail-
way recommended by the Advisory Board?

The PREMIER replied: 1, I am await-
ing Me. Taylor’s written report, but I have
discussed the matter with him and I helieve
that the report will be favourable for the
use of road trains. 2, Answered by No. 1.

LEAVE OF ARSENCE,

On motion by Mr. Wilson, leave of ab-
sence Tur two weeks granted fo Mr. Lamond
(Pilbara} on the ground of wrgent publie
business, and to Ar. Raphael (Victoria
Park) on the ground of ill-health,

BILL—METROPOLITAN WHOLE MILK.

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Couneil.

BILL—LAND ACT AMENDMENT,
Second Reading.

Debate vesumed from the 14th December.

HON. W, D. JOHNSON ((Guildford-
Midland) [4.38]: T regret exccedingly that
the Government scem determined to persist
with this measure. I thought the Minister
would have been satisfied at this [ate stage
of the session to make it rlear that the Gov-
ernment were prepared to extend ‘the term
of the pastoral leases as proposed in the
Bill, and then to have left the question for
the people to review at the fortheoming
elections. This measure, if passed, will tie
the hands of future Governments and will
usnrp the aunthority of the people. The
question has never been discussed with the
peaple in any shape or form. After the
experience of the previous extension, no one
expected that any Government would, with-
in 16 years of the termination of the leases,
tinker with the principle. Previous to the
extension of the leases from 1928 to 1948,
there was considerable public interest and
controversy. A lot of people thought that
the improvements would depreciate, that the
leases would be neglected and that the asset
would berome reduced in value unless the
Government declared their policy regarvding
the future of the leases within 10 vears of
their termination. Even when Parliament
dealt with the matter 10 years hefore fhe



